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Welcome!
Welcome to the first Platinum Final release!!!  We hope you love the new features, and the new look of every page in e-blah.  Nearly every feature and page in e-blah has been reformatted, and simply put, we just want it to look and feel much more user friendly, while at the same time becoming more sleek and professional looking.

New features and changes to the BBS are located in the ChangeLog.html file.  The features, however, far outweigh the new customizations that e-blah has.  With over 120 new bug fixes, security fixes, or code fixes, this is, by far, the safest e-blah forum out there, and quite possibly one of the most secure forum systems on the internet.

Version Release Notes
This package is identical to the main installer package.  If you are upgrading your forum, follow the instructions in Readme.html for upgrading your forum.  In previous versions you had to go to Settings/All Settings, however, in this version you do not, all new settings should automatically be added without going to ‘View All’.  Starting in RC4D all new features should now be configured, by default, in Settings.pl, this applies only to new users to the forum system, however (so if you’re new, read the setup your forum … ;)).
New Features
If you haven’t seen many ‘new’ features in Platinum (your blind if that’s the case), it’s because a lot of the ‘new features’ are really bug fixes, over forty percent of the current changes in Platinum have been bug fixes.  Various bugs were never found by users, but were found during the debugging stages.  In addition, long time bugs, such as the “Login” bug (which only affects a handful of servers); have been done away with in Platinum.  Yet still, other bugs, such as the maintenance bugs (where your entire board could become corrupted), has been fixed.  New features, such as a new image pack (nearly all the images have been rebuilt), and new cosmetic looks have been added.  I hope this is the best, most professional looking, bulletin board system currently out there.
Images

Nearly all of the images in this release have been modified.  I highly recommend you replace your old images with these sleek new ones.

New Board Theme (Version 4D – Modified in 5)
Back in version Platinum 2, there was a new theme added.  However, it was quite old and didn’t get as many users attention.  So in 4D, I decided to go back to the drawing board and make up a brand new theme that rivals the current forums currently available.  E-Blah has a logo, a new images pack, and now a new theme to go along with Platinum.  The codename for this theme is “E-Blah Platinum Remix” (for those wanting to make this a theme).
The Registration Agreement
The registration agreement has been rebuilt, so I highly recommend everyone upload the RTemp.txt file to your “Prefs” folder.   The old one would never hold up in a professional forum, so I just tossed it and took a few hours making this one.
New JavaScript implemented into e-blah
As you will notice there are new JavaScript junk all over the place (for example, JS powers the new “Avatar Galleries”).  I coded almost all the JavaScript (without a ton of knowledge in JavaScript), they may, or may not, be buggy.  I coded the Galleries code without any help from outside sources.  Almost everything should work as planned, however.  Currently the latest browsers use the code well (Opera 7, Netscape 7 / Mozilla 1.4 / Mozilla Firebird, and Internet Explorer 6) and without many problems, if any.
Screen Resolutions
The recommended screen size e-blah should be run on (client side) are screens that are greater than 1024 by 768 (this is mostly for the member center).  If you use a lower screen resolution, and the Member Center seems “bunched” together, try increasing your resolution.  This is a new ‘requirement’ in platinum (as most people do not use 800 by 600 screen resolutions anymore anyway).  Also, 32 bit image quality is also highly recommended for the new theme.
News Template

The news script now has a template system (finally), you should customize it to your liking by editing News.html in your “Prefs” directory (remember to upload this file).  After uploading, you can edit it via the web by going to your templates.
Time Trials
Well, I love speed.  So I went ahead and did a few speed trials with YaBB (the other bulletin board, http://www.yabbforum.com) … well, here goes the stats.  First off, YaBB is indeed smaller – clocking in at about 500 kilobytes, with Blah clocking in at about 750 kilobytes (standard, English language packs included).  While YaBB, which has been around for several years, you would think it would be faster (with literally thousands of users of their software, to modify and optimize the code).  Well, here are the results for e-blah and YaBB.
Latest News:  Since I tested YaBB SP1, YaBB has released SP2 Betas, the time on it is about the same as previous versions.
 - YaBB Stats

Home (Board Index, 2 boards, 1 cat):  .28 Seconds
Members List (1 member): .27 Seconds
Message Index (1 message): .25 Seconds
Message Display (1 message): .29 Seconds
 - E-blah Stats
Home (Board Index, 4 boards, 2 cats): .19 Seconds
Members List (6 members): .22 Seconds
Message Index (showing 30 messages, board total 45): .22 Seconds
Message Display (showing 15 messages out of 30): .19 Seconds
These results have been taken from, YaBB SP 1.3.1 and adding the CPU times (seconds) up (4 times), and then dividing that number by 4 (which results in the average).  The same has been done to E-Blah Platinum Private Release 3.  These results were not “tampered” or anything to the like, they were taken on a Pentium 4 operating at 1.5 GHz, with 512 megabytes of ram, using the Omni HTTPd websever, on a Windows XP Professional system.

These results have been also taken with YaBB’s newest software, YaBB SP2 (or “YaBBx” – and the times are still about the same as previous versions).

The results should show you that e-blah is, indeed, faster than YaBB.  E-Blah has MANY more features, and has a MUCH cleaner look than YaBB, along with many other things.  It is time to turn off those YaBB boards and start an e-blah community!  Be sure to tell EVERYONE about e-blah, especially those who use YaBB boards.
Thanks and God Bless,

Justin

Core Programmer
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